
Revelation 12 1 - 18

Now a great sign was seen in heaven â€” a woman clothed with the sun, under her feet the
moon, and on her head a crown of twelve stars. She was pregnant and about to give birth,
and she screamed in the agony of labor. Another sign was seen in heaven there was a
great red dragon with seven heads and ten horns, and on his heads were seven royal
crowns. Its tail swept a third of the stars out of heaven and threw them down to the earth. It
stood in front of the woman about to give birth, so that it might devour the child the moment
it was born. She gave birth to a son, a male child, the one who will rule all the nations with
a staff of iron. But her child was snatched up to God and his throne; and she fled into the
desert, where she has a place prepared by God so that she can be taken care of for 1,260
days. Next there was a battle in heaven â€” Mikhaâ€™el and his angels fought against the
dragon, and the dragon and his angels fought back. But it was not strong enough to win, so
that there was no longer any place for them in heaven. The great dragon was thrown out,
that ancient serpent, also known as the Devil and Satan [the Adversary], the deceiver of the
whole world. He was hurled down to the earth, and his angels were hurled down with him.
Then I heard a loud voice in heaven saying, â€œNow have come Godâ€™s victory, power
and kingship, and the authority of his Messiah; because the Accuser of our brothers, who
accuses them day and night before God, has been thrown out! â€œThey defeated him
because of the Lambâ€™s blood and because of the message of their witness. Even when
facing death they did not cling to life. â€œTherefore, rejoice, heaven and you who live
there! But woe to you, land and sea, for the Adversary has come down to you, and he is
very angry, because he knows that his time is short!â€• When the dragon saw that he had
been hurled down to the earth, he went in pursuit of the woman who had given birth to the
male child. But the woman was given the two wings of the great eagle, so that she could fly
to her place in the desert, where she is taken care of for a season and two seasons and
half a season,away from the serpentâ€™s presence. The serpent spewed water like a river
out of its mouth after the woman, in order to sweep her away in the flood; but the land
came to her rescue â€” it opened its mouth and swallowed up the river which the dragon
had spewed out of its mouth. The dragon was infuriated over the woman and went off to
fight the rest of her children, those who obey Godâ€™s commands and bear witness to
Yeshua. Then the dragon stood on the seashore; Complete Jewish Bible
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A woman clothed with the sun. This is not Miryam (Mary), Yeshua\'s mother, but a figurative
reference to Israel as seen in Isaiah 66. Although Israel is on earth, Yochanan (John) sees her in
heaven, symbolizing the fact that God protects and preserves the Jews; this is made more explicit in
v6, 13 - 16. Moreover, Mikha\'el (Michael) is Israel\'s angelic protector. There is an obvious
resemblance between the woman and Jerusalem above. There was a great red dragon with seven
heads and ten horns. The dragon is Satan, the Adversary; its seven heads and ten horns also
equate it with the \"fourth animal\" of Daniel 7:7, 24. It stands in front of the woman, opposing
Yeshua, ready to \"devour the child the moment it was born.\" That ancient serpent, also known as
the Devil and Satan (the Adversary). John identifies the dragon in Jewish terminology as \"that
ancient serpent\"(hanachash) and the serpent in the Garden of Eden; \"the Devil,\" the \"slanderer
and accuser\" \"Satan\" \"the deceiver of the whole world\" the \"Accuser of our brothers.\" They
defeated him because of the Lamb\'s blood. Yeshua\'s followers defeat Satan, the Accuser, because
of God\'s gracious act on behalf of humanity - the death of the Lamb - and because of their witness
to this act of God through Yeshua, even whn facing death. They were martyred \'al kiddush HaShem
(\"for the sanctification of the Name of Adonai\") Bible Footnotes - Complete Jewish Bible - David H
Stern and Rabbi Barry A. Rubin


