
Hosea 4 4-11

â€œNow let no man contend, or rebuke another; For your people are like those who
contend with the priest. Therefore you shall stumble in the day; The prophet also shall
stumble with you in the night; And I will destroy your mother. My people are destroyed for
lack of knowledge. Because you have rejected knowledge, I also will reject you from being
priest for Me; Because you have forgotten the law of your God, I also will forget your
children. â€œThe more they increased, The more they sinned against Me; I will change
their glory into shame. They eat up the sin of My people; They set their heart on their
iniquity. And it shall be: like people, like priest. So I will punish them for their ways, And
reward them for their deeds. For they shall eat, but not have enough; They shall commit
harlotry, but not increase; Because they have ceased obeying the Lord. â€œHarlotry, wine,
and new wine enslave the heart.

Devotional

Rationalizing and denying their wrongs, the people protested their innocence, like those who would
not humbly accept the decision of the priests. Having rejected the Lord\'s instruction, Israel could no
longer serve as His priest to the nations. Their position of power and glory, abused in succeeding
generations by the eating of the sin offerings, would be turned to shame. Being no different than the
people, the priests, who should have been faithful, would share their punishment. This is a moral
truth applicable to all people and times. Bible Footnotes


